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Aristotle’s Ethics: The Nicomachean Ethics
Homework 11
a.) What is happiness according to Aristotle?
Aristotle defines happiness philosophically and deviates from the custom definitions of happiness. According to Aristotle, happiness is a final end or goal that encompasses the totality of one's life (Aristotle, 1994). Aristotle considers happiness as the ultimate value of one’s life up to this moment. He attaches his definition of happiness to values and virtues in life. Therefore, in trying to elaborate on what human happiness is, Aristotle states that happiness is when one performs and activity and performs that activity with excellence and with virtue (Aristotle, 1994). Aristotle explains that states that happiness emanates from the fact that every man plays a function of living a particular life and the activity of living that kind of life, for a good man is to do it with excellence and with righteousness. If this is the case, then happiness turns out to be an activity of the soul’s desires according to virtue (Aristotle, 1994).
b.) What does happiness depend on, according to his definition of happiness?
Therefore, having offered his definition of happiness as a goal in itself which cannot be acquired and lost in a matter of seconds through pleasurable feelings such as having fun and having a drink, Aristotle makes it clear that happiness depends on oneself because it is the main purpose of one's life (Aristotle, 1994). Aristotle stipulates clearly that happiness is the central purpose of human life meaning that it is a goal in itself and cannot be archived through fulfilling other goals. Therefore, happiness depends with the way one leads his life and whether what he or she does is in accord with absolute excellence and perfection.
c.) How does function relate to the happiness of man?
Function relates to happiness in the sense that every man’s function is related to living a particular type of life. Therefore, in executing that function, human beings determine the fate of their happiness in their lives. Since being a good man requires living and performing this function as a righteous and excellent individual, the function of man ultimately determines has happiness because is an end goal that encompasses the totality of one’s life.
Homework 12
a.) What is the function of pain and pleasure in Aristotle's ethics?
In Aristotle's ethics, pleasure and pain serve four main functions which are biological, pedagogical, diagnostic a and recreative. The main function of pleasure according to Aristotle is to guide both animals and human beings towards activities that are healthy or healthful (Aristotle. 1994). On the other hand, pain guides them away from threats or activities that are harmful. However, the difference in animals and human beings is the way they perceive healthful activities. Humans apply rationality in performing activities or avoiding them, while animals, since they do not have the capacity to apply rationality, are guided by pleasure towards activities that are healthful and away from dangers without applying ration.
b.) Is virtue a passion, a faculty, or a state of character?
Virtue is a state of character. According to Aristotle (1994), things that are found within a human being's soul are of three types or kinds namely passions, faculties or states of character. This is because according to Aristotle, people are called bad not because of their passions that make them angry or friendly or seeming violent, but because of feeling the passions in certain way (Aristotle, 19194). This because not all violent persons are called bad. This is because human beings have faculties as a result of their nature. Virtues are neither shaped by nature nor passions of people, they are shaped in respect with their genus (Aristotle. 1994). Therefore, since virtue, being a thing of a human soul is neither faculty nor passion, it remains to be a state of character because it is shaped by the human function towards the desire to achieve happiness.
c.) How does one become courageous, and where does a virtue like courage find itself between?
One becomes courageous when he or she is guided towards being courageous by the situations surrounding. Aristotle insists that the function of man is to leave a certain kind of life and when such an activity is done with accord to appropriate excellence, then happiness turns out to be an activity of the soul according to virtue. Therefore, one becomes courageous by the virtue of the soul’s desire to perform a righteous and excellent function of his life. Therefore, a virtue like courage comes in when one feels that the surrounding conditions require him or her to exhibit courage. However, it has to be remembered that since humans are rational beings, such actions of courage have to be weighed to see whether the courage action can bring about pleasures or pain.
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